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ŅŇExperienceŇTraditionġŅ

ŅŇExpectŇSuccessġŅ

(Collin is a junior and a Zack Morris lookҤaҤlike. He wears a College Tour Day tҤshirt.) 
Okay, so welcome! IҾm Collin and IҾm a junior here at CPU where you will all hopefully join me next year and ҹExperience Tradition.
Expect Success.Һ First things first, this is Tronvoldt Hall which is where many of the business classes are located. I took Econ here before
I realized it was NOT for me, haha. But man if business is your thing this is the place to be. A quick tip... you might be inclined to sign up
for an 8a.m. class, donҾt! I get it, I get it, you had class in high school at 7:55a.m. every single day. Trust me when I say this is not the
same thing at all in college. Even your professors hate 8a.m. classes I promise you. The downfall is if you live off campus and donҾt sign
up for an 8a.m. class, you will literally never find parking. So choose your adventure you know?
 
 Okay, so weҾre going down to McHasky Center and later you guys will be able to check out the booths there that will feature all of the
different clubs you can join. You can find me at ҹThe Quill and the Sword Medieval Reenactment ClubҺ booth where IҾm Vice. What, you
guys donҾt LARP? You gotta try it bro, itҾs dope. Like, did you ever feel like a nerd in high school but you kept it under wraps so youҾd fit
in? Literally only the people that wave their nerd flag in college have a chance at graduating. If anything hide how cool you are. Trust
me. You will have more friends and better grades if you dust off that DҤanҤD knowledge and just roll with it. 
 
HereҾs the library. Hey Karen! ThatҾs the librarian assistant, sheҾs awesome. Yeah, this place is like my home away from home for sure,
IҾm here like every day. You donҾt believe me? ThatҾs my chair over thereҠKevin, what the hell are you doing in my chair? There are like
a thousand comfy chairs in here, dude. That one is clearly where I eat Famous Amos cookies and do homework. Yeah man, those ARE
cookie crumbs, so I suggest you leave. Thanks. Yeah, so finding and claiming a comfy spot in the library is essential. Make sure people
see you in it at the same time every day and have like a signature snack so people not only remember you, but theyҾre like ҹHmmm,
cookie crumbs might get a little messy, I donҾt think IҾd want to sit there.Һ Maybe itҾs not in the library and itҾs in some other common
area. But for real the library is chill. Just donҾt take my chair. 
 
Hey Sharon! See you for poker later! ThatҾs Dr. JohnsonҠsheҾs killer at poker. SheҾs also head of the Biology department. You know in
high school when you see your teachers out in the wild, like at Target with their wife or something and you both feel wrong? Like you
shouldnҾt be glimpsing into each otherҾs lives outside of class? Bro, it is not like that at all in college. Dr. Kim shared all his socials on the
board on day one. His TikTok is the funniest. I heard his sister just got out of rehab and is doing really good, by the way. 
 
Some people get kind of weirded out with how relaxed college can be, coming from high school where thereҾs so many super strict rules.
Like, when I realized you could wear hats in class I wore a hat every day and even brought a spare in my backpack in case I wanted to
switch it up midday. Girls love fresh hats man. Anyway, you know how in high school you probably canҾt eat in class or have your phone
out or whatever? Dude, someone in my Calc class brought in a Rotisserie chicken to class one day and no one cared. No one! 
 
Another thing about college thatҾs different is that in high school no one wants to really talk about academic stuff. When youҾre in high
school as soon as the bell rings you forget everything and ask your friend about their weekend plans or whatever. In college, not only
will you keep discussing the debate after class, you will start a whole Twitter feed about it later and get retweeted like 400 times. Trust
me dude, you think 80 minutes is enough to discuss the theory of reductionism but it isnҾt!
 
 

Tour Da^!

Experience Tradition
Ally Killean 

Oh man, time is getting kind of short, so you know I think weҾre going to skip this hallway and continue this way to the Rec. Center. I know IҾm a
tour guide and IҾm supposed to show you EVERYTHING but honestly IҾm not going to show you every corner of the college because that is unfair
to you, my friend. It would leave you out of a tradition that every college student finds themselves in. You will find yourself walking the same
path to the same buildings day after day and then all of the sudden youҾll see a sign for this hidden computer lab and youҾll be so angry youҾve
walked so far out of your way when you couldҾve saved a million steps by going to this one very centrally located and convenient lab that offers
color printing! Everyone needs to experience that, man. IҾm not going to take that away from you. I promise IҾm not trying to set you up for
failure, itҾs not like that! IҾm literally trying to set you up for success! So much of college is figuring things out for yourself, man, and it can be
hard, but IҾm telling you that feeling of figuring something out on your own, itҾs precious, dude. Precious. 

Alright, and over here...



Anyway, I like hearing about other people’s dreams, but mostly I like dreaming. I actually taught myself how to lucid dream. Do you know what that means? Basically, 

you’re just aware that you’re dreaming and you can control what happens. Cool right?

(She thumbs through her notebook.) Let’s see…what was my first lucid dream? Oh! This one time I was dreaming that I was taken captive on a pirate ship. I was so scared 

but then I was like wait a minute…So I thought I would fly off the pirate ship and then I did. Isn't that so cool? I went and hung out with some mermaids for a bit too. Their 

tails are a lot warmer than you think they would be…Do you want to learn how to lucid dream too?

There are certain steps you have to take to train yourself to lucid dream. Like, you have to perform reality checks while you’re awake. I usually push my index finger against 

the palm of my other hand like this (pushes her right index finger against her left palm.) I do this like ten times a day. When you’re awake, your index finger will feel the 

resistance of your palm. But when you’re dreaming, most of the time your finger will pass through your other hand. Basically you’re just challenging your brain to differenti-

ate between sleep and reality.

(Mia is a girl about nineteen years old. She carries an orange notebook.)

I like dreams. I like talking to other people about their dreams, studying them, all that Freudian stuff. 

(She pulls out her orange notebook.) I carry this around with me and I write down other people’s 

dreams. Sometimes they say they don’t have any dreams to tell me about but I think that’s bull. 

Everyone dreams.

When people tell me about their dreams, normally I psychoanalyze them. I’m not an expert or 

anything, but I know enough. Don’t look at me like that! (She stamps her foot.) I am a psychology 

I also keep a dream journal. This just helps me understand my dreams a little more. But what really 

helps are the MILD and WBTB techniques. The MILD or Mnemonic Induction of Lucid Dreams 

technique pretty much means that you tell yourself “I will know when I dream” over and over again. 

So basically you’re training your brain to know when it’s dreaming.

The WBTB or Wake Back to Bed technique is kind of annoying. You have to set an alarm for five or 

six hours after you fall asleep. You wake up during the REM stage of sleep when your brain is the 

most active. You’re trying to wake up in the middle of a dream and go back to sleep. You’ll be more 

likely to be conscious that you’re dreaming and BAM you’re lucid dreaming!

Do you still want to try it? Oh you totally should! Except, if you have schizophrenia or bipolar 

disorder, you’re really not supposed to do it. But if you do it let me know! I’ll write it down in my 

little notebook.

             Dreams

     by Jessica Purgett

      

      Layout by Elsa Gustafson



CHE
SCREECS
TAYLOR DEARBORN

I d^]zc haee c^ d^ chib. Thib ib ]^c che life I fa]c c^ liee
f^aeeea. I fa]c c^ be che fiabc c^ g^ c^ c^llege i] \h fa\ilh
a]d bh^f \h fdcdae childae] chac chib ib ]^c che life f^a
che\. I a\ g^i]g c^ be a fachea b^^]. Oda babh fill be heae
i] big \^]chb. We did]zc _la] ic, bdc I a\ b^ cha]kfdl chac
chib ha__e]ed becadbe I fa]c c^ cha]ge chib life I haee bee]
liei]g. I fa]c c^ d^ chib f^a db a]d f^a ^da babh. I haee bee]
i] chib ga]g bi]ce I fab chiacee] heaab ^ld a]d I haee d^]e
chi]gb chac I a\ ]^c _a^dd ^f. I d^]zc fa]c c^ be i] jail f^a
^da babhzb childh^^d, a]d che _ach I a\ g^i]g d^f] aighc
]^f c^dld cadbe chac.

I jdbc g^c d^]e cahi]g c^ bcaae che hell ^dc ^f a \a] fh^
hab]zc _aid hib dadg debc back c^ db hec. Mh j^b fab c^ \ake
bdae he _aid ]^ \accea fhac hib egcdbe fab, bdc, \a], ic gecb
haadea dah bh dah. The _^^a \a] jdbc g^c lefc bh hib fife,
a]d bhe c^^k cheia childae]. She baid ]^c ^]lh fab bhe
leaei]g hi\, bdc bhe fab leaei]g che bcace fich a ]ef \a].
Sh^aclh afcea chib he l^bc hib j^b becadbe he c^dld]zc gec
hi\belf c^ leaee hib h^dbe. He fab b^ bad he had ]^ a\bici^],
bdc che] he fab i]ca^ddced c^ dadgb. He _aid f^a hib fiabc
fef d^beb, bdc afcea chac he bc^__ed. Hib \^]eh had ad] ^dc
a]d ]^c ^]lh did he haee \e cahi]g c^ f^ace hi\ c^ _ah d_,
bdc hib la]dl^ad had alb^ c^\e c^ c^llecc hib labc \^]chzb
ae]c. He did]zc haee che \^]eh a]d hib la]dl^ad gaee hi\ a]
egce]bi^], bdc he hab ]^ fah ^f gecci]g \^]eh d]cil he gecb a
]ef j^b. Thib eee]c cda]ed fah daakea cha] a]h ^f \h ^chea
bhake-d^f]b had eeea g^]e. I felc b^ bad f^a hi\ chac I fab
i]bca]clh b_eechlebb.

I felc b^ ceaaible f^a hi\ I c^ld hi\ hib fi]eb feae
f^agiee] f^a big \^]chb, bdc afcea chac he \dbc _ah d_.
He caied ceaab ^f j^h becadbe I had giee] hi\ a baeak,
bdc if he d^eb]zc haee che \^]eh, I a\ ]^c aeb_^]bible
f^a fhac \ighc ha__e]. I k]ef chac he ]eeded chib
baeak. A \^\e]c c^ gec back ^] hib feec. I haee bee]
cheae \dlci_le ci\eb bef^ae cahi]g c^ bca^d]ge d_ \^]eh
c^ _ah che ga]g. The ga]g cakeb caae ^f \e h^d k]^f,
bdc ]^c fich^dc a _aice. I f^ak haad f^a che\, b^ I ca]
bcah d]dea cheia _a^cecci^] a]d if I d^]zc _dll \h feighc
a]d I c^\e d_ bh^ac cheae aae c^]be`de]ceb.

Thib fab jdbc a]^chea aeab^] I k]ef I ]eeded c^ gec ^dc
a]d fighc f^a a beccea life f^a \hbelf a]d ^da ]ef
fa\ilh. I d^]zc fa]c c^ l^be h^d gdhb. I l^bc \h fachea c^
che bcaeecb, a]d \h \^\ lefc aighc bef^ae I j^i]ed che
ga]g. The ga]g hab bee] \h fa\ilh f^a ]i]e heaab a]d
ic ib g^i]g c^ be haad c^ leaee che\, bdc iczb f^a che bebc.
I _a^\ibe h^d, Pe]]h, I fill gec ^dc. 
I fa]c a beccea life f^a db 
a]d che babh.



If ƅoū ſanť ťo knoſ hoſ I decided ťo plaƅ
hereǈ I can ťell ƅoū ťhe ſhole joūrneƅǍ I
promiŜe ƅoū iť iŜ noť ťhať longǍ I began
plaƅing compeťiťiže Ŝoccer ſhen I ſaŜ
ťſelžeǈ differenť ťhan moŜť people ťhať can
make iť ťo ťhe college ležel in ťhe USǍ All of
ťhe people I knoſ ťhať are ťrƅing ťo plaƅ
Ŝoccer ať a high ležel began reallƅ ƅoūngǈ
ťhree or foūr ƅearŜ oldǍ I ſaŜ Ŝūrfing and
plaƅing ťenniŜ ūnťil mƅ high Ŝchool Ŝoccer
coach in Perū called me ťo ťrƅ oūť for ťhe
ťeamǍ I gūeŜŜ he called me becaūŜe I ſaŜ
žerƅ ťall and aťhleťicǈ becaūŜe I ſaŜnǨť žerƅ
ŜkillfūlǍ I diŜcožered I coūld plaƅ žerƅ ſell
ūŜing mƅ bodƅǈ būť mƅ ŜkillŜ ſere ťerribleǍ I
donǨť knoſ ſhƅ I decided ťo change ŜporťŜ
ſhen I ſaŜ ťſelžeǍ I ſanťed ťo be a
profeŜŜional ťenniŜ plaƅer ťill ťhenǍ I gūeŜŜ
ťhať I ſaŜ bored of ťenniŜ pracťiceǒ ťraining
ſaŜ žerƅ repeťiťiže and boringǈ and I
ťrained alone ſiťh mƅ coachǍ InŜťeadǈ all of
mƅ friendŜ ſoūld pracťice Ŝoccer ťogeťher
and ťalk aboūť all ťhe fūn ťheƅ had for
hoūrŜǍ 
Mƅ Ŝecond ƅear I did noť ſanť ťo be a
bench plaƅer anƅmoreǍ I ſaŜ for Ŝūre
hažing fūn ſiťh mƅ friendŜǈ būť I ſanťed
moreǍ I donǨť knoſ if I ložed Ŝoccer ať ťhiŜ
poinťǈ I ťhink mƅ moťižaťion ſaŜ ťo finallƅ
become ťhe beŜť ať Ŝomeťhing I enjoƅedǍ I
ſenť ťo a Barcelona Academƅ in PerūǍ I
ťrained ťhere for one ƅearǍ PracťiceŜ ſere
reallƅ boringǈ būť focūŜed on Ŝkillǈ ſhich
ſaŜ eƄacťlƅ ſhať I needed ťo improže onǍ
When I ſaŜ foūrťeenǈ mƅ eƄperience ſiťh
Ŝoccer changedǍ I had been eaťing and
breaťhing ŜoccerǍ Waťching aŜ manƅ gameŜ
and obŜeŜŜiželƅ ťrƅing ťo geť beťťerǍ And I
didǍ Thať ƅear ſe ſere ťhe rūnnerǞūp ťeam
of oūr regional high Ŝchool ťoūrnamenťǍ I
goť looked ať bƅ ŜcoūťŜ and goť recrūiťed
bƅ ťhe UǞưƵ Ŝqūad of a profeŜŜional ťeamǍ I
ſaŜ ťhe firŜť one in mƅ claŜŜ ťo plaƅ for a
ťeam of ťhať leželǍ I ſaŜ finallƅ ťhe beŜť ať
ŜomeťhingǍ 

Būť ſhƅ did I keep plaƅingǎ I Ŝťill donǨť
knoſǍ Maƅbe I Ŝťarťed ťo lože Ŝoccer dūring
ťhať ťimeǍ I donǨť knoſǍ All I knoſ iŜ ťhať ať
ťhať poinťǈ mƅ bodƅ ſaŜ behažing like an
addicť on rehabǍ Mƅ mūŜcleŜ ſoūld craže
ťhať feeling of rūnning ſiťh ťhe ball ať mƅ
feeťǈ of geťťing ťiredǈ hūrťǒ ťhe adrenalineǈ
ƅoū knoſǉ I knoſ ťhať I ſanťed ťo prože
mƅŜelf aŜ ťhiŜ opporťūniťƅ preŜenťedǈ ťhať I
coūld make iťǈ ťhať in a fūťūre I coūld be a
proǍ I plaƅed ťhere and in mƅ high Ŝchool
ūnťil I ſaŜ ŜeženťeenǍ ThoŜe ſere ťhe moŜť
inťenŜe ƅearŜǍ We ſon a loťǈ had a loť of
diŜappoinťmenťŜǍ I made a loť of friendŜ
ťhankŜ ťo ťhiŜ ŜporťǍ Meť Ŝome of mƅ cloŜeŜť
people ťhankŜ ťo mƅ neſ enžironmenťǍ Like
mƅ friend Joaqūinǈ ſho gaže me Ŝūpporť
and Ŝhoſed me hoſ ťo be more diŜciplined
oūťŜide ťhe fieldǍ He Ŝhoſed me hoſ ťo
behaže aŜ a pro on and off ťhe fieldǈ in
order ťo become a beťťer plaƅerǍ We alŜo
Ŝūpporťed each oťher emoťionallƅ ſhen ſe
had roūgh ťimeŜǈ becoming žerƅ cloŜe
friendŜǍ I ťhink ťhať ťhoŜe ƅearŜ made me
ťhe plaƅer I amǍ I goť recogniťion aŜ an
indižidūal plaƅer boťh regionallƅ and
naťionallƅǈ aŜ ťhe ťoūrnamenť MVP and ťhe
ťop goal Ŝcorerǈ reŜpecťiželƅǍ I ſaŜ ťhať
cloŜe ťo prožing mƅŜelfǍ 

I donǨť ſanť ťo Ŝoūnd cockƅǈ būť I do reallƅ
belieže I am good enoūgh ťo become
profeŜŜionalǒ ať leaŜť in PerūǍ Thenǈ ſhƅ do I
ſanť ťo go ťo college in ťhe USǎ To be
honeŜťǈ I donǨť ſanť ťo go ťo ťhiŜ Ŝchoolǈ if I
ťhink ſiťh mƅ hearťǍ I donǨť ſanť ťo go ťo
anƅ ŜchoolǍ I ſanť ťo ťake mƅ chanceŜ and
maƅbe make iť ťo ťhe proŜ in PerūǍ Būť if I
haže learned Ŝomeťhing in ťheŜe ƅearŜ
plaƅing Ŝoccerǈ iťǨŜ ťhať ſe are fragileǍ
SomeťimeŜ Ŝoccer plaƅerŜ ťhink ťheƅ goť
ežerƅťhingǍ MaƅbeǍ Būť ƅoū nežer knoſ
ſhen iť coūld endǍ Thať iŜ ſhƅ I ſanť ťo
plaƅ ať ťhiŜ UnižerŜiťƅǈ becaūŜe I donǨť knoſ
if I ſoūld haže made iť ťo firŜť dižiŜion back
in mƅ coūnťrƅǒ and if I ſoūld hažeǈ ſho can
aŜŜūre me ťhať I ſoūld haže had a long
careerǎ InjūrieŜ eƄiŜť and ťheƅ are career
endingǍ 
I donǨť knoſ ſhen I Ŝťarťed ťo lože plaƅing
Ŝoccerǈ būť I do knoſ noſ ťhať I lože iťǍ Iť iŜ
ťhe beŜť pŜƅchologiŜť I coūld ežer findǍ
Plaƅing iť iŜ ťhe game ťhať bringŜ me more
fūn in ťhe ſorldǍ ThankŜ ťo Ŝoccer I haže
meť ſonderfūl people and learned manƅ
žalūable life leŜŜonŜǍ Iť ťook me oūť of mƅ
comforť ƍone once and made me groſ ūpǈ
and for ťhať IǨm ťhankfūlǍ Whƅ noť giže
Ŝomeťhing back ťo Ŝoccer ťhenǎ Whƅ noť
ťake ťhiŜ chance and ŜcholarŜhip ťo plaƅ for
a UnižerŜiťƅ and receiže a college
edūcaťionǎ So ƅeahǈ mƅ head ťellŜ me ťhať
plaƅing in ťhiŜ Ŝchool iŜ ťhe beŜť ťhing for
mƅ fūťūreǈ and mƅ hearť ťellŜ me ťhať I jūŜť
ſanť ťo keep plaƅing and hažing fūnǈ no
maťťer if I plaƅ in fronť of millionŜǈ
ťhoūŜandŜǈ or ťſo peopleǍ I jūŜť ſanť ťo
plaƅǍ

VicX²aV
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Nabil AbūgaťťaŜ
ǚSanťiagoǈ an ưƷǞƅearǞold Perūžian
inťernaťional freŜhman in collegeǛ



Love, Big Bro

(Josh is a 21-year-old college junior. He is a black-haired blue-eyed Hispanic male, sitting in class wearing 
a black Nike hooded sweater, black denim skinny-jeans and white Jordan sneakers.)  
Today, in my English class we were given the assignment to write about a college student's toughest 
struggle when transitioning to their new environment. Many of my classmates began to brainstorm, I heard 
struggles such as learning how to correctly study, and being responsible students like turning in assign-
ments on time without the Professor reminding students each day. 
I heard my classmates talk about having to feed themselves, staying on top of their laundry and sleep ad-
justments like having to live with someone else in the same room. Other students talked about the multiple 
KPZ[YHJ[PVUZ�[OH[�JVSSLNL�VɈLYZ�HUK�OV^�P[»Z�JY\JPHS�[V�Z[H`�VU�[VW�VM�Z[\K`PUN�HUK�ZJOVVS�^VYR��
I sat in the back row of the classroom, bedhead and baggy-eyed since I overslept my alarm. I snuck my 
Airpod in my right ear, hidden by my black Nike hoodie, and began listening to Frank Ocean. 
I pondered on my thoughts for a second.
I focused into the voices around me, I eavesdropped into the conversations of my classmates, but I never 
OLHYK�[OL�VUL�Z[Y\NNSL�0�JV\SKU»[�NL[�V\[�VM�T`�OLHK��
I was homesick.  
4`�SP[[SL�ZPZ[LY�[\YULK����SHZ[�^LLR��0�^VU»[�IL�HISL�[V�ZWLUK�TVYL�[OHU�H�JV\WSL�^LLRZ�^P[O�OLY�HSS�`LHY��
HUK�[OH[»Z�PM�0»T�S\JR �̀�-VY�OLY�ÄYZ[�`LHY�HZ�H�[LLUHNLY��OLY�VSKLY�IYV[OLY�^VU»[�IL�HYV\UK��
I felt guilty. 
I sat back in my chair for a minute and realized all of my other classmates had roots, family, or at least a 
home that they could go back to only a few hours away. 
0�KPKU»[�OH]L�[OPZ�S\_\Y �̀��
([�[OL�ZHTL�[PTL��P[�^HZ�H�S\_\Y`�MVY�TL�[V�IL�SP]PUN�V]LY�������TPSLZ�H^H`�MYVT�OVTL��0�UL]LY�OHK�[V�^VYY`�
about my parents wanting me to come home for a weekend, or worse, them seeing my empty dorm room 
^P[O�H�ILK�0�OHKU»[�THKL�PU�^LLRZ��4`�WHYLU[Z�^LYLU»[�HISL�[V�ZPTWS`�OVW�PU�[OLPY�JHY��[HRL�H�KYP]L�HUK�]PZP[�
me. I liked being alone. I was able to go about my day the way that I wanted to. 
Still, living so far away provided its own challenges. I missed my other half. 
There was nothing more that I wanted than to be in the crowd cheering on my little sister as she stepped 
VU[V�[OL�ÄLSK�K\YPUN�OLY�ÄYZ[�4PKKSL�:JOVVS�ZVJJLY�NHTL��0�^HU[LK�[V�IL�[OL�ÄYZ[�VUL�[V�O\N�OLY�^P[O�L_-
JP[LTLU[�HM[LY�OLY�ÄYZ[�^PU��VY�IL�[OL�ÄYZ[�[V�O\N�OLY�HUK�[YLH[�OLY�[V�ZVTL�WPaaH�HM[LY�OLY�ÄYZ[�SVZZ���
0�^HU[LK�[V�IL�[OLYL�[LSSPUN�[OL�W\UR�[OH[�IYVRL�T`�ZPZ[LY»Z�OLHY[��¸@V\»YL�S\JR`�0�KVU»[�ILH[�[OL�ZOP[�V\[�VM�
you.” 
At the same time, how intimidating can one be, half the distance of the country away?
I wanted to be there for all the moments that she was there for me.

Josh Harmon
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What is on Your Mind
Barry Doe

I sit here and watch the cars go by. Where are they going? Why are they still out
there? The world is dying and we're the reason why. I never thought it would come to
this. We are living in our last days. At least that is what my Grandma tells me. She
has been gone for what seems like a century. I still talk to her on a daily. The world
dying and my life just started. 
I hated the idea of college because I hated being around people. But heyif I can go to
college and play the sport I love, then it should make it more bearable. Years go by
and I begin to hate the sport that gave me a purpose in life. Fighting depression and
barely making it through my last couple semesters I did not know how to cope with
anything in my life. 
February 19, 2020, my life changed and I got a new meaning of life. I watched my baby
have my baby. I love them both with every blood cell and tendon in my bleeding heart.
I had to fight back tears as I witnessed my daughter being born. As my college
basketball career came to an end, I began a new journey to fatherhood. As I started
to get my life back on track, the Universe put another bump in my road. It does not
seem fair at all. Coronavirus put my life on hold. 
School seems like the last thing on my mind every day. Every assignment that I have
turned in is lifeless. I must think of different ways to provide not just for myself but
for my new family. Work starting to slowly cut my hours, I am falling behind in
school, and the worldwide pandemic seems to be getting worse. I must find new ways
every day to keep myself optimistic. I never thought that this is what my mom meant
when she told me that there are going to be rainy days. 
Hi mom, it is raining, and the rain is turning to a storm. Please help me, I don't know
what to do. The world is dying, and my life just started. I sit here and look at my
daughter while she sleeps. I start to think of her and millions of other kids in the
world. So innocent, they do not deserve this. Every day is a new day and when I see
her, she gives me a reason to keep on going. The TV is loud and that wakes me up, I
look up and it is breaking news. Are they serious? How can they do that? A few states
are opening partially. Not a good idea in my eyes. There is no cure or vaccine. Opening
the parts of states is just going to cause more and more cases of the virus. 
A man was turned away weeks ago because he did not meet the criteria to be tested
for the virus even though he had been exposed to people who had the virus. A friend's
grandmother tested positive for the virus after going to a Casey's. A Veteran's home
has over 70 patients with the virus. All these people are dead now. 
It is going to be May soon. And soon enough, school is going to be over. I am staring
at my planner trying to fill in the empty spots. This point, planning seems pointless.
Maybe we will get our lives back after all.        

Olivia Hoff











Hale\ Weideman

FUeVhman \eaU of college I meW hXndUedV of ama]ing people WhaW I coXld UelaWe Wo and deYelop neZ fUiendVhipV
ZiWh. I liYed alone dXe Wo m\ comfoUW leYel ZiWh VWUangeUV, bXW came Wo find WhaW VWUangeUV aUe ama]ing and
don֢W VWa\ VWUangeUV foU long. FUom pla\ing VpoUWV, Wo m\ hall flooUmaWeV, Wo meeWing people in m\
claVVeV, WheUe ZeUe noZ mXlWiple Za\V Wo find e[ciWing neZ people ZiWh VimilaU inWeUeVWV. WiWh m\ neZ
fUeedom, I had Whe fUeedom Wo do ZhaW I ZanWed, bXW moUe impoUWanWl\ be ZiWh Zho I ZanWed Wo be ZiWh.
b
IW֢V inWeUeVWing hoZ \oX֢Ue naWXUall\ dUaZn Wo Vome Zhile oWheUV loVe WheiU Uanking oYeU Wime. SophomoUe 
\eaU I flipped a VZiWch on m\ liYing ViWXaWion, moYing inWo an apaUWmenW-VW\le doUm ZiWh eleYen oWheUV. 
TheVe ZeUe moVWl\ Zomen WhaW I֢d meW fUeVhman \eaU and ZanWed Wo Vpend moUe Wime ZiWh. TogeWheU-Wime
neaUl\ TXadUXpled. I neYeU had Wo ZoUU\ aboXW haYing Vomeone Wo Walk Wo, WheUe ZeUe jXVW Woo man\ of XV foU
WhaW ZoUU\. ThaW apaUWmenW cUeaWed a Vmall commXniW\, and I leaUned a loW aboXW hoZ Wo Wake caUe of oWheUV
and be Waken caUe of in UeWXUn.
b
ThiV gUoXp became moUe concenWUaWed Whe folloZing \eaU. JXnioU \eaU, anoWheU change came aV I moYed off-
campXV and inWo a laUge hoXVe ZiWh foXU of Whe Zomen fUom m\ pUeYioXV apaUWmenW. Picking faYoUiWeV iV
XnfoUWXnaWel\ a paUW of fUiendVhipV. We noZ had moUe Vpace and coXld Vpend a loW of Wime ZiWh Whe feZ
Ze liked beVW. IW ZaV deepeU Whan being VpUead Whinl\ amongVW man\ UoommaWeV.
b
SenioU \eaU Ze VWa\ed in WhaW hoXVe, loVing one UoommaWe halfZa\ WhUoXgh Whe VcholaVWic \eaU. The gUoXp 
ZaV doZn Wo foXU. JXVW Whe foXU of XV. TheVe aUe Whe galV I֢m Whe abVolXWe cloVeVW ZiWh. We ZoXld Vpend moUe
Wime WogeWheU in Whe liYing Uoom WhaW \eaU. PeUVonal Vpace ZaVn֢W an opWion, and Ze ZoXldn֢W haYe iW an\ 
oWheU Za\.
b
AV iW WXUnV oXW, life comeV aW \oX faVWeU Whan \oX Whink. One da\ I֢m ViWWing in Whe dining Uoom chaWWing ZiWh
m\ WhUee UoommaWeV oYeU coffee and Whe ne[W I֢m liYing alone in a diffeUenW ciW\, calling Whem leVV and leVV
fUeTXenWl\. I no longeU Whink of LoUi֢V clickV aW Whe end of heU VenWenceV oU Allie֢V e\ebUoZ UaiVeV. Mcken]ie֢V
laXgh iV no longeU in Whe ne[W Uoom oYeU. IW֢V Ueall\ haUd VWa\ing connecWed Wo people Zhen \oX all haYe oWheU
liYeV Wo liYe in diffeUenWplaceV. I֢m conYinced WhaW֢V jXVW hoZ iW iV.

YoU can'T TUrn aroUnd WiThoUT change STaring YoU dead in The face
...SerioUSlY.


